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Annotation – The United States of (Non)Reading 

Blum, S. D. (2013, October 9). The United States of (Non)Reading: The End of Civilization or a 

New Era? HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/united-states-of-

nonreading_b_4066244 

The reading The United States of (Non)Reading is drafted by Susan D. Blum, who is an 

anthropologist at the University of Notre Dame. She analyzed the difference between the two 

generations (i.e., her own generation and the current generation) regarding reading habits. Blum 

came across the students who said that they have seldom done reading to pass their exams or 

assessment. Most of the readings made mandatory by the professors were regarded as optional 

by the students, thus undermining their studies. The author described that in the 1980s, when she 

used to be a student herself, she used to do a lot of readings with her classmates. Furthermore, 

the author included the study of Baier and colleagues (2011), which evidenced that nearly 40 

percent of students read only for examination, and approximately 19 percent do not read for class 

discussion. Likewise, Baier and colleagues (2011) found that 94 percent of pupils spent less than 

2 hours on reading assigned by professors, while 62 percent spent less than 1 hour on their 

readings. Blum further justified her claims by presenting a report from NEA (2007), which found 

that the reading trend decreased drastically from 61 percent of people in 1992 to 57 percent in 

2002. She stated that students are reading only the things which are important to them, such as 

gaining background information in relevant subjects. However, the author says that the solution 

to increasing reading habits in public is not to confine them in rooms with no Wi-Fi; rather, it is 

to interest them in the captivating world of reading. I can use this article in my future research, as 

it provides a detailed analysis of both social media's positive and negative impacts on reading 
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habits. Besides, how students use social media to read books and magazines; and whether social 

media is the primary reason people have become less inclined towards reading.   
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