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Monster of the Upper Midwest 

 On the 25th of August 2020, an incident in Kenosha, Wisconsin, became the subject of a 

much-heated debate. A 17-year-old male from Antioch, Illinois, named Kyle Rittenhouse, armed 

himself with an assault rifle, and joined several other armed men in Kenosha. The reason for 

these men being armed was that they wanted to protect their businesses from the protests that 

were going on in the city. The protests in Kenosha were being carried out due to the non-fatal 

shooting of an African American male by a White police officer. This shooting of the African 

American male became a major cause of unrest and riots that went on for several days in 

Kenosha. During these protests, 17-year-old Kyle Rittenhouse fatally shot two men and wounded 

another. During the case proceedings, Rittenhouse was charged with two counts of homicide and 

one count of attempted homicide because of the injured person with his firearm (Beaumont). The 

main defense used by the attorney representing Kyle Rittenhouse was that he acted in self-

defense and that the men who came to stop Rittenhouse intended to harm or kill Rittenhouse. 

After the trial ended, Rittenhouse was found not guilty on all charges brought up against him, 

which sparked outrage among media and other platforms. Studying the evidence from the 

shooting scene and testimonies, it is safe to assume that Kyle Rittenhouse was guilty and should 

have deserved a severe sentence. Kyle Rittenhouse is guilty on all three counts placed against 

him because of his intentions during the day, his acts of vigilantism, and his hate crime. 
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 Even though the jury found Kyle Rittenhouse not guilty on the two counts of homicide 

and one count of attempted suicide, his intentions behind the act state that he was guilty. Kyle 

Rittenhouse's actions seem premeditated as he took the assault rifle with him to the protests, that 

were going on in response to the non-lethal shooting of an African American male by a White 

police officer. Additionally, testimonies from witnesses who saw Kyle Rittenhouse commit the 

crimes also state that his actions seem premeditated and that he shot the people who tried to stop 

his actions. One of the testimonies from an eyewitness claimed that one of the victims of the 

shooting, Joseph Rosenbaum, was attempting to disarm the shooter and not harm him in any way 

(Beaumont). This testimony was also backed up by another eyewitness named McGinnis, who 

claimed that Rosenbaum threw a bag full of socks and underwear at Rittenhouse to stop him 

from shooting at people (Beaumont). This evidence from the testimonies shows that Rittenhouse 

did not shoot Rosenbaum in self-defense and, infact, shot at Rosenbaum just so that he could get 

away and make a run for it. Further testimony from McGinnis also states that when he asked 

Rittenhouse to call an ambulance for Rosenbaum, who Rittenhouse had just shot, Rittenhouse 

just ran away and told one of his friends via mobile phone that he had just shot someone. 

 Rittenhouse’s actions in August 2020 seem more like acts of vigilantism. The term 

vigilantism is defined as taking the authority of law enforcement into one’s own hands without 

seeking the approval of the police force or any other sort of legal authority (Bjørgo and Mareš). 

The rest of the people, along with Rittenhouse, were also armed and acted as vigilantes by 

protecting their shops with firearms. In the United States, being a vigilante is not entirely illegal. 

Still, if a vigilante were to break the law and/or commit acts that would be deemed criminal, then 

the person would become a law-breaker and would also be punishable by a court. From the 

evidence that had been provided against Kyle Rittenhouse, it should have been safe to assume 



Last Name 3 

that Kyle Rittenhouse was acting as a vigilante. When he started shooting people, he broke the 

law and became guilty of taking part in vigilantism.  

 Furthermore, Kyle Rittenhouse’s actions during the protests can also be seen as a hate 

crime. As mentioned previously, the protests being done in Kenosha were in response to the 

shooting of an African American male by a White police officer (Otani). These protests wanted 

to highlight how the police force is racist towards the African American population living in the 

United States. Kyle Rittenhouse went to the protests just so he could disrupt the protests that 

were going on in response to the hate crime being done against the African American community 

in the United States. While Kyle Rittenhouse did not shoot any African American people during 

the protest and all of his victims were White Americans, his actions did affect the protests that 

were going on. According to the United States constitution, the people have the right to assemble 

and peacefully protest and to inform the Federal government about their grievances. 

Additionally, anyone who disrupts this protest is violating the rights of the American people, 

which is not in line with the regulations put forward by the United States constitution. 

Additionally, Kyle Rittenhouse disrupting the protests against hate crimes shows that 

Rittenhouse supports the hate crimes committed against the African American community in the 

United States. Additional claims that Rittenhouse supported hate crimes were also made after his 

bail. Rittenhouse was seen in a bar where he posed for pictures with people. Furthermore, the 

people who took the pictures sang a song associated with the Proud Boys organization. This 

organization is known to be exclusively for men and has also been known to be involved in 

political violence all across the country(Kriner and Lewis). Thus, for disrupting the right to 

protest and supporting the hate crimes committed by the police officers, Kyle Rittenhouse should 

be deemed guilty. 
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 One of the arguments made by people who claim that Kyle Rittenhouse is not guilty is 

that Rittenhouse acted in self-defense and that the people who were chasing Rittenhouse were all 

armed. Thus, to protect his own life, Rittenhouse fired on the people who were chasing him and 

then ran away after shooting the people. This claim is not entirely true and can be countered by 

the testimonies presented during the trial. One of the testimonies from the eyewitness claimed 

that the people who were armed during the protest fired into the air just to get Rittenhouse to 

surrender. These people did not intend to kill Rittenhouse and just wanted to subdue him so that 

he could not go on to hurt other people in the protest. Additionally, another claim by those who 

state that Rittenhouse did nothing wrong and should not be deemed guilty is that Joseph 

Rosenbaum, one of the victims of Rittenhouse, chased after Rittenhouse because he believed that 

Rittenhouse was someone who had disputed with him earlier that day. This claim was also used 

by Rittenhouse’s attorney, who claimed that Rosenbaum intended to beat down Rittenhouse and 

was chasing him for this specific purpose. However, the evidence presented to support this 

theory was an 11-minute video that was cut from various angles. This video cutting to support 

the theory of Rittenhouse’s attorneys makes this evidence inconclusive.  

 To conclude, the intentions of Rittenhouse on the day of the incident, his acts of 

vigilantism, and hate crime allegations are enough evidence to claim that Kyle Rittenhouse was 

guilty of the crimes he committed. The protests being carried out to show hate crimes against 

certain communities in public were disrupted by Kyle Rittenhouse, who shot three men, 

murdering two and injuring one. Kyle’s actions during the day, which include carrying an 

automatic assault rifle and not calling an ambulance for the person he had shot, show that all of 

his actions were premeditated and were well thought out. Additionally, Kyle Rittenhouse was 

also disrupting the right to protest, which the Constitution granted to the people of the United 
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States. Similarly, Kyle Rittenhouse's political connections with organizations that support 

political violence in the country further fueled the allegations that Rittenhouse did the acts in 

2020 because of hate against the minorities living in the United States. The arguments made in 

favor of Rittenhouse claimed that whatever Rittenhouse did was in self-defense. Still, several 

video evidence and the testimonies that were given by eyewitnesses show that Rittenhouse was 

the one who instigated the incident and that the people who wanted to remove Rittenhouse from 

the area did not want to hurt Rittenhouse. The video evidence used by Rittenhouse’s attorneys 

was cut in a way that promoted the self-defense angle and could have been fabricated. The 

arguments that have been made in this essay are crucial because they show how evidence needs 

to be looked at in detail and all angles of an investigation need to be considered before any 

decision can be made. The eventual ruling of Rittenhouse also shows how the judicial system of 

the United States discriminates against mass shooters of different backgrounds.   
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